To tie… or not to tie… that is the question!

How is it possible to take clumps of fur and feathers and attach them to a hook using thread, and make something that looks yummy to a fish?  And what makes the “fake bug” sit up straight on top of the water with the wings pointing up?  For that matter, what makes a fly float….  or sink?

Getting answers to those intriguing questions is what led me to explore the world of fly tying.  My wife is actually the one responsible for wrapping up a beginner fly tying kit from Bass Pro and putting it under the tree for Christmas in the early 90’s.  I must have watched that “how to” VHS tape a thousand times…. I was “hooked”, flossed, and palmered!  My small kit of tools and tying materials quickly turned into a man-cave packed with enough tying paraphernalia to open my own store.

As YOU ponder the question at the top of this article, here are some observations that you might want to consider:

1. Not everyone is going to like tying.  A certain amount of dexterity and patience is required.

2. While the cost per fly that you tie really is less than the same commercially tied fly, the savings can be misleading if you don’t tie enough flies to use up the raw materials.

3. You might consider purchasing one of the smaller starter kits to find out whether or not tying is a good option for you.  There are several starter kits on the market for under $50.00  (Cabela’s, Bass Pro, 

J. Stockard, etc.).  And don’t forget to check with your relatives.  You might find you have an uncle who used to tie and lost interest… he just might dig his stuff out of the attic for you!  

4. Fly tying can help you develop an understanding of aquatic insects and fish feeding behavior.

5. Catching fish on something that you created can add to the enjoyment and confidence you find in fly fishing.

For me, there’s no question that tying flies helps fill the void in my fly fishing calendar.  I love going to the tying bench and getting my fly boxes full of my favorite patterns.  Tying also creates more anticipation for upcoming trips as I have more interest in doing detailed research on hatches and patterns for the locale I will be visiting.  

Here are some web links that will give you more information to help you decide if you should try tying your own flies:

